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CHORAL VOICES – SATB minimal divisi 

 

 This piece is a musical setting of the poem by Sara Teasdale. 
When I first read the poem, I was immediately transported into this 
world of nocturnal beauty - viewing the stars while laying down in a 
field, which is exactly what the poem describes. Within this setting, I 
tried to capture the emotional quality of the poem while also literally 
musically depicting stars by using certain syllables in the choir. My 
original challenge was to use no divisi whatsoever in this piece, 
however I needed to break that rule one time towards the end with 
the sopranos. Other than that, fully SATB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STARS  

by SARA TEASDALE (1884 – 1933) 

 

Alone in the night 
On a dark hill 

With pines around me 
Spicy and still, 

 
And a heaven full of stars 

Over my head 
White and topaz 
And misty red; 

 
Myriads with beating 

Hearts of fire 
The aeons 

Cannot vex or tire; 
 

Up the dome of heaven 
Like a great hill 

I watch them marching 
Stately and still. 

 
And I know that I 
Am honored to be 

Witness 
Of so much majesty. 
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